
Annual 
Report

IN LAND WE TRUST

2022

MARCH 2023



Table of 
Contents



04  BOARD OF DIRECTORS

05  LETTERS FROM OUR LEADERSHIP

08  LANDS CONSERVED IN 2022

10  2022 AT A GLANCE

12  FOUNDATION SPOTLIGHTS

22  CRITERIA FOR LAND QUALIFICATIONS

24  IN THE NEWS

25  NEW PARTNERSHIPS & GRANT

26  REBRANDING – A FRESH PERSPECTIVE

28  MCQUILKIN SOCIETY

32  NFLT STAFF

33  DONOR BILL OF RIGHTS

35  HOW TO GET INVOLVED

FELBURN FOUNDATION

THE HEALY FOUNDATION

MARYELLEN WILLIS FOUNDATION

LARSEN FUND



CHAIR 
MATT RAPP 

PGA TOUR

TREY CHAUNCEY 
BRIGADIER GENERAL 

U.S. ARMY, RETIRED

CONNIE MCDANIEL 
COCA-COLA, RETIRED

MEGAN COUGHLIN 
JACKSON LEWIS P.C

CHARLEY MOORE 
HIGHPOST CAPITAL

SECRETARY 
SHAWNA YAZZIE 
THE NDN COMPANIES 

INC.

RICK HOFFMAN 
ORION SOLUTIONS LLC

TED MCGOWAN 
 CLAY COUNTY PORT, INC.

TREASURER 
PATRICK CARNEY 

BUSINESS OWNER

CARLTON JONES 
THE RENAISSANCE 

GROUP

DAVID BARTON 
BANK OF AMERICA

MIKE BARKER 
TERRA CAPITAL 

HOLDINGS, INC.

SCOTT KEITH 
TRUIST, RETIRED

SHANE WILLIAMS 
RENASANT MORTGAGE 

LENDING

LISA BARTON 
LISA BARTON TEAM 

PONTE VEDRA BEACH

MELISSA LONG 
CITY OF JACKSONVILLE

4 | 2022 ANNUAL REPORT 

2023 BOARD OF DIRECTORS



2022 ANNUAL REPORT | 5

FROM THE 
BOARD CHAIR

FROM THE 
PRESIDENT

In looking back over 2022, it has been quite a year.  It was a time of 

transition and potential peril, but our collective efforts have come 

together in powerful and positive ways that have carried the day. NFLT 

put many points on the board and built a platform for exponential growth 

in preparation for the next few years. We have genuinely built into our 

corporate DNA the understanding that it is “Now or Never” for land 

conservation in North Florida, as we have seen almost 200,000 new 

residents move to our region. We need to move quickly, and our target 

is to conserve 250,000 acres and ensure ongoing stewardship.  At our 

Annual Meeting, we will begin the discussion leading to conversion to 

a membership organization. We will capture the love of Florida that 

many of these new Floridian transplants bring to our communities.  We 

aspire to be the No. 1 land trust in the U.S. We are incredibly grateful for 

your support, both individuals and foundations. We are also thankful 

for those upon whose shoulders we stand in this work, those who have 

gone before us.  Finally, I would be remiss if I did not note and thank my 

predecessor. Thank you, Jim McCarthy, for your strong leadership in 

bringing NFLT from home-grown to where we stand today. It is Now or 

Never! If we want to ensure that our grandchildren know what Florida 

really is, we must act NOW, or we will be foreclosed FOREVER. 

As Clay Henderson says in his book Forces of Nature: “The lure of 

conservation is that one person can make a difference.” The history 

of the conservation movement is woven through personal stories of 

ordinary people drawn to a special place who found a way to protect 

it as a legacy for the enjoyment of future generations. Through their 

deeds, there are many grandparents of the future, and their stories 

weave important threads into the rich fabric of Florida’s history.

By serving on the NFLT Board, I am one of those people. By reading this 

report, you are likely one of those people–those who, through donations 

of land, money to acquire or restore lands or in some other way support 

the vital mission of NFLT. While it is possible for one individual to 

change the world, I am profoundly thankful that we can work with the 

incredible NFLT staff to simplify and amplify those efforts.  Together, 

we can protect what makes our area so special – thanks for your 

support in that process. 

ALLISON DEFOOR, PRESIDENT MATT RAPP, BOARD CHAIR

LETTERS FROM LEADERSHIP
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Lands 
Conserved

In 2022, NFLT conserved seven properties, each with a critical role in the 

North Florida ecosystem. A total of 3,730 acres were protected, adding 

to NFLT’s existing robust portfolio of properties. NFLT now has 55 

properties with an asset value of $59 million.

This acquisition advances a critical linkage between the Etoniah Creek State Forest and Camp Blanding by providing for wildlife migration, and 

protecting Camp Blanding from encroachment.

WEYERHAEUSER | 157 ACRES | PUTNAM COUNTY
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This acquisition is located next to the 160-acre Basala-Chico conservation 

easement along the St. Marys River near the Florida-Georgia state line and 

was generously donated by the Bailey Family Real Property, LP.

This acquisition is located within the Ocala to Osceola (O2O) Wildlife Corridor, 

adjacent to the newly acquired Clay County Regional Park and Belmore State 

Forest and will serve as a buffer to the Camp Blanding military installation.

Property is within the central O2O 

and in an active Florida Forever 

project area.  The property 

expands the existing conservation 

easement on the adjacent 

3500 acre Wetland Preserve 

and SJRWMD’s Rice Creek 

Conservation Area and Putnam 

County’s Nine-Mile Preserve. It 

also fronts the Palatka to Lake 

Butler Rail Trail.

BASALA-CHICO ADD. | 2 ACRES | NASSAU COUNTY 1621 VENTURE | 400 ACRES | CLAY COUNTY

WETLAND PRESERVE 
218 ACRES 
PUTNAM COUNTY



2022 At 
A Glance
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NFLT continues to work diligently to increase land holdings and 

fundraising to conserve North Florida’s irreplaceable environment. The 

importance of land conservation is receiving increased recognition and 

support from landowners, donors, government officials, and industry 

executives who want to protect the natural resources we all cherish. Here 

is our growth by the numbers:



$1,332,970

28,165 acres

26 preserves

1,018

3,730 acres

775 acres

557 

$93,776 $59 million

16,225 acres

100%

41 partners

IN FUNDRAISING

OF LAND CONSERVED TOTAL

GIFTS WITH AVERAGE SIZE OF $1,321 DONORS BOARD AND STAFF GIVING

OF LAND CONSERVED IN 2022

ADDED TO O2O IN 2022

VALUE OF DONATED LAND TOTAL LAND ASSET VALUE

OF LAND MONITORED/STEWARDED WORKING WITH NFLT OWNED BY NFLT
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A Fierce 
Fight for 
Florida

“It’s depressing to see rapid growth and over-population of the 

planet, climate change, and rising sea levels. On a Florida level, there 

were 2 million people in Florida and now we have 22 million. Roads 

are congested, every green space is being developed. Everything that 

isn’t chiseled in stone and protected in perpetuity is vulnerable.” 

Guy Marwick, the executive director of the J. Phil Felburn Foundation, has 

witnessed a staggering and alarming shift as a native Floridian. His life’s 

work has been fueled by a deep passion for education and preservation. 

Growing up in Broward City and Pompano Beach, he witnessed such 

thorough and rapid development that “there seemed to be nothing natural 

left.” This set him on a course that has remained steady since his teenage 

years.  “I moved from South Florida to the Ocala National Forest, where I 

realized that growth pressures can only be controlled when we invest in 

unique features and unique places,” he explained.

This outlook, although seemingly dire to a less well-informed Florida 

resident, is conveyed with a strong sense of pragmatism and urgency 

in conversations with Guy. “Planned growth and zoning are important. 

Infill is important. Sprawl occurs—you have subdivisions pop up with 

inadequate schools, roads and infrastructure, and destroys land that 

should have been left in a more natural state.”
NFLT LEADERSHIP WITH THE FELBURN FOUNDATION’S BOARD OF DIRECTORS TOURING BIG PINE PROPERTY IN FORT 

MCCOY, FL AND 806 LLC PROPERTY IN INTERLACHEN, FL. 

FELBURN FOUNDATION
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NORTH FLORIDA LAND TRUST (NFLT) IS IMMENSELY GRATEFUL FOR THE FELBURN FOUNDATION’S CONTINUED 

SUPPORT TO HELP PROTECT AND PRESERVE FLORIDA’S NATURAL RESOURCES IN PERPETUITY.

After working in Florida school systems for 36 years, Guy retired from 

teaching in 1987 and applied for a Christa McAuliffe Grant to open an 

educational museum at Silver River State Park in Marion County. After 

negotiating with the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and 

raising money to build the museum, it opened to the public in 1991. Although 

he retired for a second time in 2004, his education and preservation work 

were far from over. 

The J. Phil Felburn Foundation was established in the 1970s by successful 

businessman and philanthropist J. Phil Felburn. The foundation seeks to help 

conservation organizations acquire, protect, and perpetually maintain areas 

of natural significance, provide educational facilities and research funds 

in related fields, and foster interest by the public toward the protection of 

sensitive and endangered natural areas. Since its founding, the foundation 

has made positive impacts across Marion County and beyond. Guy assumed 

the role of executive director of the Felburn Foundation at the request of 

Felburn’s daughter Ellie Schiller before her death in 2009.

Alongside Felburn Foundation Board President Larry White, Vice President 

Kemp Floyd, and office manager Julie Hendrix, Guy remains in the position 

today. The small team nimbly manages a wide range of investments 

throughout the United States while drawing on their collective experience 

to evaluate and select their many important projects. The foundation works 

on upwards of fifty projects a year, ranging from work with land trusts 

throughout the United States to projects in Africa with elephants, rhinos, and 

great apes. 

The rush to save the most unique parts of Florida is very real.  “When it 

comes to Florida, if things aren’t set aside, I don’t think this is a state people 

are going to want to live in,” Guy offered. 

“When it comes to Florida, if things 

aren’t set aside, I don’t think this is a 

state people are going to want to live in.”
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IMAGE CREDIT HERE

As the adage goes, “it takes a village.” This applies not only to raising a 

child, but also ensuring the health of the delicate ecosystem that makes 

a community. That’s why Andrus and Natalie Healy seek out creative and 

impactful ways to connect the local nonprofits they support with each 

other. Their belief is that Northeast Florida stands to gain so much more 

when philanthropic organizations work together.

The Healy Foundation is a legacy trust which supports education, the 

environment, and the arts. Established in 2002 by Martha Ann Healy, 

the trust has operations in Florida, Maryland, and New Mexico. Andrus, 

Martha’s grandson, runs the Florida contingent of the trust alongside his 

wife, Natalie. 

Andrus moved to Florida from Maryland in 1990, while Natalie was born and 

raised in Jacksonville. Their different backgrounds, interests, and passions 

make them a force for good throughout the state. 

“We have four daughters and feel a lot of funding is directed at 

organizations that disproportionately benefit boys and young men, so we 

like to support education programs for girls,” Natalie explained. One of her 

focuses is on the Pace Center for Girls, a program for at-risk teenage girls 

headquartered in Jacksonville with 24 locations throughout Florida. 

Championing 
Northeast Florida’s 
Nonprofit Ecosystem
THE HEALY FOUNDATION
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“Education is such an important part of 

preservation efforts because if kids aren’t 

educated on the environment, they won’t 

understand or appreciate it, and therefore 

won’t take care of it. It is truly the first 

building block.”

As an avid birder, Andrus brings a special preservationist perspective to 

the Healy Foundation. When he speaks about his favorite bird (Swallow-

Tailed Kite), or his favorite songbird (The Painted Bunting), his passion 

is palpable. “I remember being in my backyard in Arlington while I was a 

student at Jacksonville University and seeing some of the most beautiful birds 

with distinctive calls, and just really appreciating the natural habitats I was 

surrounded by here in Jacksonville,” he mused. “Florida is an essential habitat 

for birds. We have so many migrant birds that come through here and they 

need a place to stay while they’re on their journey to the Northeast.”

Andrus and Natalie have taken an approach to giving and charitable work 

that lets them leverage the optimal number of resources to produce 

inspiring results. Instead of operating in a silo, they believe in being the 

connector that links as many regional nonprofits together as possible. One 

such example, they recently reached out to NFLT’s director of philanthropic 

services to coordinate a field trip and educational experience for Pace 

Center girls to learn about what NFLT does and why land preservation is 

so critical in Northeast Florida. “Education is such an important part of 

preservation efforts because if kids aren’t educated on the environment, 

they won’t understand or appreciate it, and therefore won’t take care of it. It 

is truly the first building block,” said Andrus. 

The Healy Foundation’s giving portfolio is diverse and dynamic. The 

Foundation also supports Friends of the Jacksonville University Library 

(where Andrus spent countless nights studying and dozing during his 

undergraduate experience), the St. Johns Riverkeeper, the Jacksonville 

Zoo and Gardens, and Feeding Northeast Florida. “We have our staple 

nonprofits but sometimes when we feel certain other ones need our 

support, we make exceptions,” said Natalie. “During the pandemic, we were 

blown away by the number of cars in line to get food at a local foodbank so 

we added Feeding Northeast Florida to our list.”

Andrus serves on several nonprofit boards, and understands the challenges 

associated with fundraising. When asked about which specific NFLT 

projects they support, he answers with conviction, “In the case of NFLT, we 

give operating funds. In my experience, these are the hardest funds to come 

by, but I prefer to be a silent giver so this is a great option.”
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A Family 
Affair

“How can we do the most good with what we have?” This question is 

the guiding light for the small but mighty MaryEllen Willis Foundation. 

Established just five years ago, the MaryEllen Willis Foundation 

supports education initiatives, land preservation, animal welfare, and 

environmental causes in Northeast Florida. 

Named in honor of Autumn and Matthew’s beloved aunt, MaryEllen, the 

Foundation’s familial team—Autumn and Paul Combs work alongside 

Autumn’s brother, Matthew Parker—work to fulfill the mission and sole 

purpose of helping their local North Florida community.

Autumn is a former educator and brings her passion for education to her 

work. She also possesses a deep love of animals just like her aunt, MaryEllen. 

Autumn learned about North Florida Land Trust (NFLT) from an article about 

a preservation project in a local newspaper. “NFLT is looking to make an 

impact in the entire state of Florida at this point, and while there are so many 

ways to help in the Northeast Florida philanthropic landscape, I know that 

money spent with NFLT has an enduring effect,” she said. 

Last year, the foundation gave to the Ocala to Osceola (O2O) Wildlife 

Corridor project. A regional partnership led by NFLT, the partnership is 

comprised of federal, state, and non-government organizations that are 

working together to conserve this 100-mile-long wildlife corridor in North 

Central Florida. “Prevention measures like the O2O are more cost efficient 

than reactive measures. Floridians and all Americans will regret inaction,” 

MARYELLEN WILLIS FOUNDATION

Autumn explained. “We believe in what NFLT is doing. We manufacture a lot 

of things, but you can’t create land. We need it for posterity.” 

Anyone who has spent a substantial amount of time in the Jacksonville area 

knows that its waterways and various bodies of water are its lifeblood, for 

better or for worse. Autumn, Paul and Matthew’s firsthand experiences 

significantly inform their outlook and actions. “Matthew and I grew up 

in Avondale on a cul-de-sac alongside a creek, so we dealt with flooded 

roads and even a flooded garage from time to time,” Autumn explained. 

“It didn’t seem like a huge deal back then, but the flooding we’ve seen 

lately is much worse.”

Paul has fond memories of growing up in Jacksonville’s Ortega Forest 

area on the Ortega River.  “We would play in the river frequently, and over 

the years, we’ve seen the waters rise and subside. We would clean up the 

river and be good stewards because the water we have here in Northeast 

Florida is a vital resource.” Whether it’s the ocean, St. Johns River, or all the 

tributaries, Paul speaks of Northeast Florida’s waterways with a tone that 

conveys urgency and concern. 

“There was always this great divide between people who live in town and 

people who live at the beach. Major storm events like Hurricane Irma wake 

people up to the reality that it’s all connected.  Even people in Black Creek, 

a tributary of the St. Johns River in Clay County, are also very affected by 

these events.”

Today, Paul and Autumn live in Fairfax Manor, a small neighborhood 

between Herschel Street and the St Johns River. “Our previous home in the 

same neighborhood backed up to a canal off Fishweir Creek that rose over 

four feet during Irma. Our garage flooded and water was just inches away 

from entering our house,” Paul shared.

He went on to break it down in easy-to-understand terms, with that 

same passion and sense of urgency shining through. “People need to 

understand our waterways and their importance. Waters naturally rise 
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and flow throughout our city.  Keeping our waterways active and healthy 

and preserving surrounding wetlands mitigate flooding and help prevent 

catastrophic events.”

Like so many other NFLT partners and donors, this family appreciates that 

our natural surroundings are part of who we all are. Their aunt MaryEllen’s 

legacy only serves to strengthen their commitment to Northeast Florida 

and is further fortified by Autumn and Paul’s desire to leave their own 

legacy for their children (now 8 and 11 years old), and generations to come. 

“We want our kids to be able to enjoy Northeast Florida like we did. Our 

city is growing rapidly so now more than ever it’s important to preserve 

vital areas and have conversations with city leaders so we can enjoy our 

natural resources for the rest of our lives, and our children’s lives, and 

our grandchildren’s lives,” said Paul. “It’s important to be sure there is 

access for everyone to have the experiences we had growing up here, 

where we enjoyed the ocean, riverways, and everything else our beautiful 

community has to offer,” Autumn finished.

“We believe in what NFLT is 

doing. We manufacture a lot of 

things, but you can’t create land. 

We need it for posterity.” 

AUTUMN AND PAUL COMBS 
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A Transcontinental, 
Multigenerational Commitment 
to Conservation
LARSEN FUND

While her physical Florida roots were only recently planted in 

Northeast Florida, Wende (Larsen) Burdick has always had roots in 

conservationism through a strong family tradition. Three generations 

of Larsens sit on the board of the Larsen Fund, a family-run foundation 

that supports education, environmental causes, and the arts in various 

locations across the country. 

“We all reside in different communities and request funding for projects and 

causes that are local and well understood. From Seattle to Montpelier, Vermont 

and Amelia Island, and a few places in between, we are close to the source and 

inextricably linked to the communities we serve,” Wende explained.

Wende grew up in the Northeast with several family homes on Nantucket. 

Since 2019, she and her husband Michael call Amelia Island—which Wende 

affectionately views as the Nantucket of the South—home. “The topography 

and environment on Nantucket are actually not too different from that of Amelia 

Island, and of course the warm weather is a perk.” 

When Michael and Wende first visited Amelia Island, she recalls seeing trees 

covered in vines along the roadways which sent them on a quest for knowledge 

that led them to a webinar hosted by Rebecca Jordi, a well-known Nassau 

County horticulturist. “Rebecca taught people how to maintain native trees, 

plants, and landscaping because she believed that individuals could make a 

significant and direct impact on preservation,” Michael explained.
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“We share that belief and are grateful to have stumbled upon Rebecca’s 

educational offerings when we did,” Wende added. As someone who lived in 

California’s Bay Area for more than 20 years, Wende knew she had a lot to learn 

about Northeast Florida. She recalls attending an event about invasive vines 

at Story and Song, the Amelia Island bookstore known for its educational 

events and book clubs. From there, she began removing vines on her own 

property, equipped with a better understanding of the “how” and “why” 

behind it. The rest is history. “This led me to meeting Margaret Kirkland, 

formerly with the Amelia Tree Conservancy, and Pam Hart, and in turn, we 

learned about North Florida Land Trust.”

They are now fully entrenched in the Northeast Florida conservationist 

community, giving their time, energy, and funds to NFLT as individual donors 

and through the Larsen Fund. Most notably, they’ve focused their giving 

on NFLT’s Little NaNa Dune project. “We live right behind the dune. It was 

protecting us, so we wanted to protect it,” Wende said. 

“What we like about NFLT is that one of the most important aspects of 

conserving land is educating people and increasing awareness. They do this 

well. There are few people who move here who appreciate and understand what 

is necessary to keep it as it is,” Wende explained.

When asked what advice she would give someone who is unsure about how best 

to give, Wende replied assuredly, “Do what we did. Watch for experts providing 

opportunities to give you the information you need to make informed decisions. 

Everything grows from that first quest for knowledge.”

“What we like about NFLT is that 

one of the most important aspects 

of conserving land is educating 

people and increasing awareness.”
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All North Florida Land Trust project lands 

must have a clearly defined mission-oriented 

conservation purpose that relates to preserving 

and enhancing our quality of life by protecting 

North Florida’s irreplaceable natural environment. 

This can be done by relating the project back to 

the NFLT strategic conservation plan, NFLT’s 

Preservation Priority Areas (PPA) criteria, other 

focal project areas already approved by the Board, 

public conservation policy, state agency programs, 

or well-reviewed scientific facts. 

Our PPA previously followed certain areas or 

properties that held high conservation value. These 

areas fell into the categories of our previous mission 

statement of natural, historic, or working lands. In 

2021 we revisited our strategic plan to bring focus to 

just the Northeast Florida region, with the exception of 

the O2O Wildlife Corridor. That means we went from 

serving twelve counties to seven. This was to have 

the capacity to give the best service possible without 

stretching ourselves too thin. Once we narrowed down 

our service area, we decided to broaden if and when a 

property might fall into our PPA. You can view the new 

categories on the next page.

New Criteria for 
Land Qualifications
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BLACK HAMMOCK PPA

LONG BRANCH PPA

LOFTON CREEK PPA

GUANA RIVER PPA

TRI-COUNTY AG PPA

SOUTH PRONG 
ST. MARYS PPA 

PALM COAST PPA

SIXMILE CREEK PPA

ORTEGA RIVER PPA

PUTNAM LAKES PPA

JULINGTON-DURBIN PPA

CRESCENT LAKE  
 LAKE DISSTON PPA 

BLACK CREEK PPA

OCALA TO OSCEOLA 
WILDLIFE CORRIDOR 

MILITARY READINESS 
& BASE BUFFERING
• ACUB, REPI, SENTINEL 
 

SALT MARSH & CLIMATE 
RESILIENCE 

COMMUNITY CONSERVATION
• DEI PROPERTIES, LOCAL 
LAND CONSERVATION 
INITIATIVES, “GEMS” 

SPRINGS, AQUIFER RECHARGE & 
WATER QUALITY IMPROVEMENT 

WORKING LANDS

OLD PPA GUIDELINES

NEW PPA GUIDELINES
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In the News
We made big waves this year. Check out these features from local and national News. More 

recognition means more impact. From acquiring more land to conserving more and more 

species, there was a lot to showcase!

North Florida Land Trust has helped 

to preserve approximately 157 acres in 

Putnam County located in the Ocala to 

Osceola, or O2O, wildlife corridor. The 

nonprofit land conservation organization 

acquired the property for $472,600 from 

the Weyerhaeuser Corporation, a private 

timberland company.

A conservation nonprofit in Jacksonville 

has bought 400 acres of Clay County 

woodlands using government money 

budgeted to buffer military bases like Camp 

Blanding from development. The $3.4 

million purchase was celebrated by the 

North Florida Land Trust as a step to help 

preserve the area’s natural ecosystems.

NFLT thanks the voters of Nassau County 

for overwhelmingly voting yes on the 

Board of Commissioners Referendum, 

which provides up to $30 million in 

general obligation bonds to help fund land 

conservation. The referendum was passed 

with nearly 68 percent of voters approving 

the use of the funds to acquire lands that 

protect water quality, wildlife habitats, and 

rivers throughout the county.

NORTH FLORIDA LAND TRUST 
ACQUIRES 157 ACRES IN O2O 
WILDLIFE CORRIDOR 
NEWS4JAX

LAND DEAL CONSERVES 400 
ACRES NEAR CLAY COUNTY’S 
CAMP BLANDING TO BUFFER 
BASE FROM GROWTH 
THE FLORIDA TIMES UNION

NORTH FLORIDA LAND 
TRUST CELEBRATES NASSAU 
COUNTY’S PASSAGE OF THE 
LAND CONSERVATION BOND 
REFERENDUM 
JAXCHAMBER
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New Partnerships 
and Grant
NORTH FLORIDA PRESCRIBED    
BURN ASSOCIATION 

North Florida Land Trust has partnered with the North Florida Prescribed 

Burn Association since 2020 to facilitate the safe and effective use 

of prescribed fire on lands that benefit from this tool for ecosystem 

maintenance. Through this relationship North Florida Land Trust has 

been able to return a fire regime to several of its preserves and provide a 

beneficial element for managing habitat and wildlife. The cooperation has 

also enabled North Florida Land Trust to assist landowners to learn about 

and participate in prescribed fire on their own properties that have proven 

to be beneficial for long term restoration efforts. This partnership is not 

limited to just our priority county area but also encompasses the Ocala to 

Osceola Wildlife Corridor.

U.S. NAVY AND CITY OF JACKSONVILLE 

North Florida Land Trust will be working with the U.S. Navy and the 

City of Jacksonville to conserve land around U.S. Navy properties. 

The Jacksonville City Council approved an agreement in a unanimous 

vote to add NFLT to a multi-year encroachment protection agreement 

between the entities under the Department of Defense’s Readiness and 

Environmental Protection Integration (REPI) program. The program 

is designed to protect environmentally sensitive and agriculturally 

significant lands located near military installations. Those included in this 

agreement are Naval Air Station Jacksonville, Naval Outlying Landing Field 

Whitehouse, Naval Station Mayport, and the Pinecastle Range Complex 

which is in the Ocala National Forest. 

LAND STEWARDSHIP GRANT 

In March 2022, North Florida Land Trust received a $305,000 grant 

dedicated to building its land stewardship and management infrastructure 

from an anonymous funder. This is the largest grant NFLT has received 

in its history that was not for land acquisitions but instead earmarked 

for stewardship. The money was used to purchase equipment that NFLT 

needs to execute its land management plan on the nearly 30,000 acres 

in its portfolio. NFLT has seen major growth in its land portfolio and this 

funding will help maintain and improve the ecological processes and 

functions of the landscape.



A Fresh
Perspective
The new North Florida Land Trust identity  blends timeless sophistication with 

a modern aesthetic to create an approachable brand. The brand is flexible and 

distinct, using a typeface and visual style that can be extended to all of our sub 

brands while remaining recognizable as part of our family.
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McQuilkin 
Society

Established in 2018, the McQuilkin Society recognizes those individuals, 

families, and foundations who devote themselves to supporting the 

mission of North Florida Land Trust. The McQuilkin Society is a distinguishing 

honor that recognizes new members through an annual pinning ceremony. 

Membership in the McQuilkin Society offers unique and meaningful 

opportunities to support and connect with NFLT and our conservation lands. 

You can join the McQuilkin Society by leaving NFLT in your estate, donating land, 

or through cumulative giving at the $10,000+ level.
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“As a donor to this 
organization, I know my 
funds are leveraged in a 
smart way that makes a 
tremendous impact on 

conservation in our state.”



30 | 2022 ANNUAL REPORT 

WELCOME OUR NEW 
INDUCTEES FOR 2022
 

HERITAGE CIRCLE

Phil J. Mays

LEGACY CIRCLE

Matt and Stacey Roesch

PRESERVATION CIRCLE

Stephen and Betsy Crosby

Margaret Davis

Lory Doolittle

Thea and Bob Gude

Wayne and Pat Hogan

David Holt and Carole Reynolds-Holt

Marco Family Foundation

Wayne and Jean Middleton

Charley Moore

David Moross

Dr. Sally Ryden

Sibley-Saltonstall Charitable Foundation 

THE PLAYERS Championship

Harold and Nanette Tool

McQuilkin Society 
Members

HERITAGE CIRCLE

Steven Austin

   In memory of John Michael Carter

Charles Chupp

Dave Coderre

Cheryl Cummer

Cummer Family Land Trust

Thomas R. Dumas

Noble Enge, Jr. †

Charles and Mary Farr

Buck and Vickie Griffis

Jeffrey and Lauren Hoffman

JLC Suncoast

James † and Lynn McCloskey

James and Paula McGarvey

Rebecca and Paul Nowicki

Eugene Porter

South Pasture LLC

Gary and Laine Silverfield,

   Christie Atkerson

Eloise Bailey Thompson †

Welaka Woods, LLC

Judy Silva, Michael Wilensky and Robert   

    Wilensky

Ben and Louann Williams

Robert Van Winkel

† deceased
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LEGACY CIRCLE

Anonymous

William L. Berthet

Diane Joy Milam Dennis †

Ashley Dopf

Elizabeth Dougherty †

Chris and Quan McDermott

Phillip and Ellen Petersen

Lynn Roberson

Drs. Todd Sack and Barbara Sharp

Jeff Schroer

Pamela Telis

PRESERVATION CIRCLE

Alexander Foundation

Amelia Tree Conservancy

Amy E Lohman Charitable Foundation

Warren Anderson, Jr.

Anonymous (8)

Art and Donna Appel

John and Maureen Ausura

David and Susanna Barton

William and Lisa Barton

Judy Beaubouef

Henry and Leslie Berghoef

Johnetta Betsch Cole and JD Staton

Wende and Michael Burdick

Penney Burnett

Tim Campbell

Carlos and Davron Cardenas

Cascone Family Foundation

Center for Large Landscape Conservation

Kathi Chalk 

Charlie Commander

CSX Foundation

Cheryl Cummer

Delores Barr Weaver Legacy Fund

Herve and Heather Devos

Tom and Jean Dodson

David Donoho

Robin Donoho

Jean Drapeau and Leon Kumpe

Thomas R. Dumas

Eastland Development Group

Sarah Edwards

EJK Foundation

Lila S. Elliott

Bill and Kristen Ely

Ronald and Sally Evens

Felburn Foundation

Florida League Of Conservation Voters   

   Education Fund, Inc

Norman and Patricia Foy

Sally Ann Freeman

G. Timothy Pate Legacy Trust

William and JoAnn Gingrich

Morton Glickman

John H. and Patricia Goelz

   In memory of Gloria Child Goelz

Tom and Donna Goelz

   In memory of Gloria Child Goelz

Bill and Anne Gower

Becky and Tommy Grimes

Melissa Gross-Arnold

Hanna Foundation

Pam and Joe Hart

Haskell Foundation

Edward and Sherry Hicks

Joseph M. and Renate Hixon

Corky and Andrea Hoffman 

Rick and Faith Hoffman

Iva and Gene Gray Memorial Endowment

Jaguars Foundation, Inc

Bob and Cindy Kastner

Susan and Stephen Kaye

Matt Kenyon

Lindsay Klecan and Matthew Slaughter

Michel and Heidja Kruse

Jo-Ann and Steve † Leimberg

MaryEllen Willis Foundation

Connie and Ken McDaniel

Bill and Sue McQuilkin

Chuck and Diane Newman

Robert and Thelma Nied

Robert Nuss

Sally and Tony Perez

Ron and Janet Pfeffer

Matthew H. Rapp

River Branch Foundation

Genie Rostad

Ron Silver

Sandra and Richey Smith

Jill and Robert Storey

Elizabeth Strawbridge

David and Elaine Strickland

Susan Elizabeth Laird Rev. Living Trust

The Healy Foundation

The Lane Family

The Makowski Trust

The Rayonier Foundation

The Spurlino Foundation

The Walter V. and Judith L. Shipley  

    Family Foundation

Timucuan Parks Foundation

Wells Fargo Foundation

Ben and Louann Williams
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HEATHER BARNES
REAL ESTATE COORDINATOR

ALLISON COLOGNE
CREATIVE MANAGER

THE REV. CN. 
ALLISON DEFOOR 

PRESIDENT

RONEY GUTIERREZ 
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER

RAMESH BUCH
DIRECTOR OF CONSERVATION 

ACQUISITIONS

HEATHER NAGY
CONSERVATION 

ACQUISITIONS COORDINATOR

RIANNA ELLIOTT
DIRECTOR OF LAND 

STEWARDSHIP

ABBY CARDEN
MEMBERSHIP AND DATA 

COORDINATOR

MARK MANNING
LAND MANAGER

LEE ANDERSON LOUY, EDD
DIRECTOR OF PHILANTHROPIC 

SERVICES

KIM HALL
CONSERVATION 

TRANSACTIONS MANAGER

SARAH HANDE
DEVELOPMENT OFFICER

Our staff gives their all to protecting 

and preserving North Florida’s 

treasured spaces. Each person is 

integral to NFLT’s efforts.
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Donor Bill 
of Rights
PHILANTHROPY is based on voluntary action for the common good. It is a tradition of 

giving and sharing that is primary to the quality of life. To assure that philanthropy merits 

the respect and trust of the general public, and that donors and prospective donors can 

have full confidence in the not-for-profit organizations and causes they are asked to 

support, we declare that all donors have these rights:

I 

To be informed of the organization’s mission, of the way the organization 

intends to use donated resources, and of its capacity to use donations 

effectively for their intended purposes. 

II 
To be informed of the identity of those serving on the organization’s 

governing board, and to expect the board to exercise prudent judgment 

in its stewardship responsibilities. 

III
To have access to the organization’s most recent financial statements. 

IV 
To be assured their gifts will be used for the purposes for which they 

were given.  

 

V 
To receive appropriate acknowledgement and recognition. 

VI  
To be assured that information about their donations is handled with respect 

and with confidentiality to the extent provided by law. 

VII
To expect that all relationships with individuals representing organizations 

of interest to the donor will be professional in nature.

VIII
To be informed whether those seeking donations are volunteers, employees 

of the organization or hired solicitors.

IX
To have the opportunity for their names to be deleted from mailing lists that 

an organization may intend to share.

X
To feel free to ask questions when making a donation and to receive prompt, 

truthful and forthright answers.
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How to Get 
Involved
If you, like us, believe that the conservation of North Florida is vital, 

there are many ways you can help. Together we will continue to 

build our land trust to be as robust and vast as our region’s natural 

resources. Here’s how you can help:

GIVE
Our mission is to protect land, which often means to buy 

it. The more funds we have to purchase land, the more 

land we can protect. Help us say “yes” to more projects by 

contributing today! 

 

HELP
Opportunities to give with your hands are available 

throughout the year. We regularly hold cleanup days to 

remove trash and conduct maintenance on our preserves. 

 

ASK
Much of the funding needed to conserve land in North 

Florida comes from public sources, like Florida Forever. In 

order to continue to preserve the parts of Florida that are 

quickly disappearing, we need our local, state and federal 

representatives to prioritize the funding of conservation. 

You can ask your representatives to ensure these sources 

grow in their commitment to conservation. 

 

GO 

Bogey Creek Preserve–our first public preserve–is open year-

round and has great trails and beautiful views to offer visitors. 

From bird watching tours at Spoonbill Pond to kayak paddles 

down Sixmile Creek, events occur throughout the year to give 

you the opportunity to enjoy the beautiful land you’ve helped 

to protect. 

 

SHARE 

Lastly, as a conservationist and a member of the NFLT family, 

we hope you’ll share with your network the good work we 

are accomplishing together. The threat of over-development 

continues to grow drastically, and with it our need to act 

quickly. In order to meet our goals, we’ll need our family to 

grow. Whether you share the mission of NFLT in person or 

online, you’ll help to spread the word and grow our region’s 

understanding of the importance of conservation.



843 W MONROE STREET

JACKSONVILLE, FL 32202

904.479.1967

WWW.NFLT.ORG

FOLLOW US AND SHARE 

@NFLANDTRUST

North Floridians feel more connected to and have a stronger 

appreciation for our unique native environment. The North Florida 

Land Trust implements collaborative approaches for long-term 

solutions commensurate with rapid growth. By protecting more 

of North Florida’s farms, forests, and natural areas, we maintain 

traditions, enhance lives, and sustain our expanding communities.

To preserve and enhance our quality of life by protecting North 

Florida’s irreplaceable natural environment.

Our Mission

Our Vision

SUPPORT 
NORTH FLORIDA LAND 

CONSERVATION BY 

SCANNING THE QR CODE


